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POSTSCRIPTS 

AIMS AND SCOPE 

Postscripts magazine is the official publication of the Pacific 
Southwest chapter of the American Medical Writers Association 
(AMWA). It publishes news, notices and authoritative articles of 
interest in all areas of medical and scientific writing and 
communications. The scope covers clinical and regulatory writing, 
scientific writing, publication planning, social media, current 
regulations, ethical issues, and good writing techniques. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of Postscripts is to facilitate the professional 
development of medical writers and serve as a tool to advance 
networking and mentoring opportunities among all members. 
Towards this mission, Postscripts publishes significant advances in 
issues, regulations and practice of medical writing and 
communications; skills and language; summaries and reports of 
meetings and symposia; and, book and journal summaries. 
Additionally, to promote career and networking needs of the 
members, Postscripts includes news and event notices covering 
Chapter activities. 

SUBSCRIPTION: Postscripts is published monthly except in 
January and July. The magazine is available as open access 
publication and is currently distributed online only. 

INSTRUCTION FOR CONTRIBUTORS: We consider articles on 
any topic of interest to medical writers and communicators. It is 
helpful to look at the past December issues for year end table of 
contents, and browse past issues for style and type of articles 
published. We welcome contributions from AMWA members and 
non-members alike. Please contact editor. 

ADVERTISING: Postscripts is an advertising-free magazine. 
However, articles describing products and services relevant to 
medical writers may be considered or solicited. As a service to our 
members, they may submit advertisements for their services or 
products for free. Please contact editor. 

WEBSITES: 

Postscripts', http://issuu.com/postscri pts 
Chapter Website: http:// www.amwa-pacsw.org 

Copyright 2011-2015, American Medical Writers Association 
Pacific Southwest chapter, San Diego, CA. All rights reserved. 
(Authors retain copyright to their articles. Please contact authors 
directly for permission to use or display their work in any form or 
medium.) Design by Ajay Malik. 
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From the President's Desk 


“ Summertime is always the best of what might be .” 

— Charles Bowden 

Happy start to Summer 

I hope you are looking forward to this issue as much as I am! Whether you 
attended our AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter conference or not, we 
believe you will enjoy the wonderful pictures and summaries from the 
conference in this issue. We thank all of our presenters and Jenny 
Grodberg and Jacki Dyck-Jones for all of the behind-the-scenes work they 
did to make this a successful meeting with more than 50 attendees! It was 
lovely to meet the new members to our chapter and we welcome those 
new members listed in this newsletter. A big thank you also to Jacki for 
her summary of the conference, Lycely Sepulveda for the colorful visual 
on how to set up a freelance business and Lamia Merabet for the snapshot 
about the paragraphing and outlining workshop. 

New this month, we thank April Reynolds for her fun colu mn about 
medical writing and fashion. Also in this issue, Rebecca Andersen keep us 
updated about the details of a peculiar response by a pharmaceutical 
company to a FDA drug approval. We thank our employment coordinator, 
Sharyn Batey, for keeping us informed of jobs in the area. We have two 
articles by Dikran Toroser this month: an excellent summary about 
publication bias and meta-analyses, and a comprehensive overview of the 
ISMPP meeting. 

We have been planning fun, interactive and educational events in our 
chapter. We look forward to the happy hour that Asoka Banno and Brea 
Midthune have scheduled for June 1 8 th in La Jolla. Our next big event will 
be the “Medical Writers’ Toolbox Decoded” on September 19 th . We’re 
also planning an event in Thousand Oaks in July so stay tuned! 

For events and other items about our chapter, please see our website, 
www.amwa pacsw.org, for more details. 

We hope to see you soon! 

Dovua^u 

Donna Simcoe, MS, MS, MBA, CMPP 
President, AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter 
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EDITOR'S desk: 

Medical Writer Defined and Dissected 


You are introduced to a friend of a 
neighbor in the driveway. 

“What do you do?” the “friend” 

asks. 

7 am a medical writer" you 

respond. 

That “friend” may look satisfied 
with the answer, but it’s more likely 
that “friend” got it all wrong. Unless 
she works in the pharmaceutical 
industry (or knows someone who 
does), she might assume that you 
write medical stories for a 
magazine, news medium, web 
site, etc. It is unlikely that medical 
writing as it relates to clinical, 
regulatory, publications, or 
physician/patient education would 
be on her radar. The answer, “I 
am a medical writer,” is an 
imperfect answer in an imperfect 
world. 

Who are we? 

In the Spring 2015 issue of AMWA 
Journal (volume 30, number 1), 
Tom Lang (a senior member of 
AMWAand recipient of AMWA’s 
Golden Apple and Swanberg 
awards) took up the question of 
our identities as medical writers. 
Tom wrote that medical writing is 
not easily defined, known or 
understood; medical writers have a 
low profile; and in fact medical 
writing as a career is not widely 
known outside the pharma 
industry. This is not surprising 
since medical writing as a career 
has been around for just about 50 
years, and there aren’t too many of 
us. AMWA has only about 5000 
members, a mere fleck among the 
scribes of all stripes and hues. So 
the short answer, / am a medical 
writer, might leave the other 
person grasping for more clarity. 

Medical writing is “writing about 
medicine”. The discipline is clearly 
different from creative, literary, or 
journalistic/popular writing; it is 
also distinct from general scientific 


or technical writing. This nuance 
makes it harder to formulate a 
simple description of a medical 
writer or medical writing. Here is 
Tom’s definition of medical writing: 

“Medical writing is the craft of 
efficiently and effectively 
communicating and 
documenting in words, tables, 
graphs, photographs, and 
cinematic images the 
information needed to develop 
and use health care 
technologies by preparing 
individualized and standard 
communications that provides 
specific information, formatted 
for a specific medium, to help a 
specific audience achieve a 
specific purpose; 
communications that are 
designed to help audiences 
understand, find, remember, 
and use this information. ” 

This definition provides a 
comprehensive description of our 
work and opens an important 
discussion. Unfortunately, it is long 
and is not very utilitarian. It may 
work well for written media (web or 
paper), but is clunky in a parking 
lot or in the front yard talking to a 
casual neighbor walking his dog. 

The AMWA website also has a 
definition, which is short but 
vague: “Medical communications 
is a general term for the 
development and production of 
materials that deal specifically with 
medicine or health care.” 

Thus, “Who are we?" remains an 
open question. If somebody says, I 
am a software engineer; most of 
us would instantly know he writes 
computer code. How about, if 
president of the United States is 
ever asked what he does, he might 
answer: "I am the leader of the 
free world." Can you come up with 
a definition for medical writer like 
that? Or, let me ask: how do you 


WEBSITES: 

• Survey Monkey: https://www.surveymonkey.eom/s/G3TJKRS 

• MRC Certification: http://www.amwa.org/files/Certification/MWC_ExamContentOutline.pdf 

• AMWA Annual Meeting: http://www.amwa.org/events_annual_conference 



describe yourself in this 
situation — please share your 
thoughts. 


Go to Survey Monkey and fill out a 
short survey . I will share the 
results in the following issues. 

Here is the link: 

https://www.surveymonkey.eom/s/ 

G3TJKRS 

The DNA of a Medical Writer 

A useful aspect of Tom’s definition 
of medical writing is that it points to 
the skills that a person needs to 
become an effective medical 
writer. The content outline for the 
Medical Writing Certification 
examination 

( http ://www. a m wa . org/f i les/Ce rtif i c 
ation/MWC_ExamContentOutline.p 
df) contains a comprehensive list 
of the skills required of medical 
writers. 

Success in medical writing 
requires specialized training that is 
often acquired on the job, and by 
availing ourselves of the 
opportunities around us, such as, 
AMWA’s suite of workshops, 
sessions, webinars, and annual 
meetings. 

In this issue of Postscripts, we 
reprint an article by Noelle Demas 
(2014-2015 AMWAAnnual 
Conference Administrator) from the 
AMWA Journal, describing the 
program planned for the upcoming 
AMWA’s 75 th Annual Conference in 
San Antonio this Fall. This 
conference is full of workshops 
and sessions designed to fill the 
skills gap (or further hone our 
writing abilities). The registration is 
open 

( http ://www. a m wa . org/eve n ts_a n n 
ual_conference). We hope to see 
you there! 

Have a Great Summer. 

— Ajay K Malik, PhD 
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Ask APRIL 

Medical writing’s own fashion experimenter and amateur decorator answers 

your style questions. 

Email me at AskAprilatAMWA@gmail.com 

Visit my Pinterest page (pinterest.com/writecorrect) for more ideas. 

Together, we can make medical writing a little more beautiful. 


I’m a full-time medical writer and 
editor and part-time beauty 
product and fashion guinea pig. 
When I’m not chasing a deadline, 
I’m chasing my spirited young son. 
I’m busy, but I still want to look 
presentable. I’m always looking for 
fast techniques and fuss-free oufits 
that can take me from in-home 
nerd behind a computer to real- 
world businesswoman with a touch 
of personal style. And I want to 
spend my workday in a space that 
is both appealing and inspiring. 

Dressing Yourself for the Office 

In 201 1 , I led a klatch at the AMWA 
annual meeting called “Editing 
Your Work Wardrobe,” which was 
about making smart fashion 
choices for the office or client 
meeting. (I revisited the topic in a 
2012 session entitled “If Looks 
Could Kill... Your Career.”) The 
idea came about after I got an 
editing job in an office — WITH 
OTHER HUMANS!— after many 
years of working at home. I 
wondered what to wear, and I 
came up with a list of 5 essentials I 
needed to buy (nice bag, loafers, 
button-up shirts, tailored pants, 
and a statement accessory like a 
scarf). 

I gathered feedback from 
coworkers and other writers about 
professional attire. I found that 
women (and some men) wanted 
direction on how to dress to meet 
clients, information on crafting their 
personal style, and instructions on 
styling their hair. People shared 
stories about coworkers showing 
too much cleavage or wearing 
noisy, distracting jewelry or too 
much cologne. Others confessed 
to being woefully underdressed for 


an interview, eg, wearing yoga 
pants instead of a suit and being 
mistaken for a food-delivery 
person instead of a professional 
writer. 

My goal was to teach people the 
skill of dressing well by studying 
body type, learning what colors 
and styles work, and editing the 
scope to exclude items that do not 
highlight a person’s best 
professional profile. 

Decorating the Office to Work 
for You 

Another aspect of working in an 
office is appropriately decorating 
the space. When I took an office 
job, I wanted to carve out a space 
that was both comfortable and 
professional so I could be most 
productive. I incorporated some 
basic Feng Shui techniques, like 
having my back to a wall to give 
me a sense of stability and power 
and using table lamps instead of 
fluorescent overhead lighting to 
create a calming effect. (Don’t get 
me started on the evils of 
fluorescent lighting.) 

At first, my predominantly 
Philadelphian coworkers thought I 
was being a hocus pocus-y 
Californian, but they soon came to 
admit that my office was where 
they liked to go to de-stress. My 
boss at the time suggested I 
present the topic at AMWA, and 
the “Creating Your Own Zen Zone” 
session was bom. 

Now, I’m back to working from 
home (in California) and recently 
hired a Feng Shui consultant. 
Overall, her report came back 
positive; however, my office could 


use some alignment. I’ll save that 
story for another day, but suffice it 
to say that there’s more than just 
medical writing work to be done in 
there. 



APRIL REYNOLDS, MS, ELS, is a 
medical writer & editor and the president 
of Write/Correct, Inc. She has published 
works on topics that range from jeans 
(for fashion magazines) to genes (for 
medical publications). She lives in San 
Diego with her husband and son. 
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One Drug Approval Too Far 

By Rebecca J. Anderson, PhD, AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter Member 


Well, it’s finally happened. A drug company has 
sued the FDA for approving its drug. For decades, 
industry executives complained that the agency 
moved too slowly, imposed too many barriers, and 
required too much data. In response, the FDA 
introduced a variety of expedited regulatory 
pathways, including fast track, priority review, 
breakthrough therapy designation, and accelerated 
approval. 

Now, instead of lagging behind foreign regulatory 
agencies, the FDA approves drugs faster than its 
counterparts — often, it’s the first agency in the world 
to approve a new drug. (If your drug goes through a 
“traditional” review cycle, you’re now the exception, 
and you can expect your CEO to ask why your 
NDA/BLA didn’t qualify for special FDA 
consideration.) 

But just as departing FDA Commissioner Margaret 
Hamburg was taking a victory lap, someone 
slammed on the brakes: a drug company 
complained that the FDA went too far. The 
company is Otsuka Pharmaceuticals, and the drug is 
its bestselling antipsychotic, Abilify. Here is the 
lowdown. 

Last December, FDA approved Otsuka’s Supplement 
to the Abilify NDA (originally approved in 2002 for 
schizophrenia) to add an indication for pediatric 
Tourette syndrome, a neurological disorder that 
causes tics. Because childhood Tourette’s is 
considered an orphan indication, Otsuka expected to 
get a seven-year extension of the Abilify patent 
(which was on the verge of expiring). That would 
push generic competitors to December 2021 . (Pop 
the champagne corks!) 

However, in February, FDA notified Otsuka that it 
was amending its decision and granting approval to 
treat adults as well as children with Tourette 
syndrome. According to the FDA, the change 
corrected an error in the earlier approval, but the 
error was not explained. This correction broadened 
the approved patient population. You’d think 
everyone would be happy, especially the patients 
with Tourette’s. But no! FDA’s action eliminated 
Ability’s orphan indication status and permitted 
generic competition. (Stuff that champagne back in 
the bottle!) 

Otsuka sued, claiming that it was “illegal” for the FDA 
to broaden Ability’s therapeutic indications beyond 
what the company requested. (Otsuka’s sNDA and 
the corresponding FDA-approved package insert 
addressed only pediatric use.) With the patent clock 


counting down and generic competitors salivating on 
the sidelines, events quickly escalated. Otsuka and 
FDA traded searing legal briefs in this high-stakes 
battle. (Abilify brought in a whopping $7.8 billion last 
year — by far, Otsuka’s top revenue generator.) 

Both sides had powerful players. FDA was backed 
by legislators and third-party payers who champion 
early adoption of generic alternatives. Otsuka’s lead 
lawyer was Ralph Tyler, who previously was chief 
counsel at the FDA. 

The plot twists rivaled the Game of Thrones (or 
Thorns\) Facing a lawsuit, the FDA rolled back its 
approval and again restricted Abilify for use only in 
children with Tourette syndrome — but it also 
continued reviewing applications from generic 
companies who wanted to sell the drug. Otsuka 
maintained that one orphan indication protected its 
entire Abilify franchise from generic competition. 

FDA, obviously, disagreed. 

At the last minute, Otsuka threw a Hail Mary, 
requesting a temporary restraining order. The 
company wanted to stop the clock and negotiate the 
orphan drug status with FDA officials before the 
buzzer. However, when the Abilify patent expired on 
April 28, FDA immediately approved four — count 
them, four — generic compounds, allowing the 
respective generic companies to market their Abilify 
knock-offs for the drug’s original indications 
(schizophrenia and bipolar disorder). Game over. 

Presumably, Otsuka retains exclusive marketing of 
Abilify for pediatric Tourette’s, but the drug fell off the 
patent cliff, and the champagne’s flat. Pharma 
bloggers say other companies with drugs nearing 
the same cliff watched this saga closely and are 
learning lessons from it. “Winter is coming.” So stay 
tuned. 


REBECCA J ANDERSON, PhD, is a freelance 
medical writer and the author of two books, 

Nevirapine and the Quest to End Pediatric AIDS 
and Career Opportunities in Clinical Drug 
Research. Prior to medical writing, Dr. Anderson M 

managed research and development projects for 
twenty-five years in the pharmaceutical/biotech industry. She 
holds a Ph.D. in pharmacology from Georgetown University. 
She lives in Southern California, and when she is not writing, 
she absorbs the sights and sounds of the West Coast’s rich 
culture and heritage. She can be reached at 
rebeccanderson@msn.com. 
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AMA-zing Style — the AMA Manual of Style Column 

By Dikran Toroser, PhD, CMPP, Amgen Inc., Thousand Oaks, Calif. 


Publication bias and meta-analyses — a primer from the AMA manual 

Meta-analysis is a systematic pooling of results from 2 or more studies to address a question or hypothesis. 
The motivation behind meta-analyses is to compile sufficient data to achieve a higher statistical power, as 
opposed to a less precise measure derived from a single study. 

[Meta-analyses] provide a systematic and explicit method for synthesizing evidence, 
a quantitative overall estimate (and confidence intervals) derived from the individual 
studies, and early evidence as to the effectiveness of treatments. They also can 
address questions in specific subgroups that individual studies may not have 

examined.'* 


A meta-analysis quantitatively summarizes the 
evidence regarding a treatment. It is a more 
statistically powerful test of the null hypothesis than 
is provided by the separate studies because the 
sample size is substantially larger than those in the 
individual studies. 

Of particular importance to the medical writer, to 
help standardize the presentation of meta-analysis, 
JAMA recommends use of the QUOROM flow 
diagram and checklist (http://www.consort- 
statement.org/) for reporting meta-analyses of 
RCTs, and the MOOSE checklist 
(http://www.equator-network.org/reporting- 
guidelines/) for reporting meta-analyses of 
observational studies. 

To ensure that the meta-analysis accurately reflects 
the available evidence, the methods of identifying 
possible studies for inclusion should be explicitly 
stated (eg, literature search, reference search, 
and/or unpublished work). Authors should state the 
dates that their search covered and the search 
terms used. A search strategy that includes several 
approaches to identify articles is preferable to a 
single database search. 

Publication Bias 

The tendency to publish articles with positive 
results, and hence the resulting publication bias, is a 
potential limitation of any systematic review. If they 
meet predefined inclusion criteria, unpublished 
studies may be included in a meta-analysis. One 
approach to addressing whether publication bias 
might affect the result is to define the number of 
negative studies that would be needed to change 
the results of a meta-analysis from positive to 
negative. To address the problem of publication 
bias, the ICMJE requires, as a condition of 
publication, that a clinical trial be registered in a 
public trials registry. The policy defines a clinical trial 
as "any research project that prospectively assigns 
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human subjects to intervention or comparison 
groups to study the cause-and-effect relationship 
between a medical intervention and a health 
outcome." 

Other significant issues include which study designs 
are acceptable for inclusion, whether and how 
studies should be rated for quality, 2 and how to 
combine results from studies with disparate study 
characteristics. While few would disagree that meta- 
analysis of RCTs is most appropriate when possible, 
many topics include too few randomized trials to 
permit meta-analysis or cannot be studied in a trial. 

Study heterogeneity 

Whether studies can be appropriately combined can 
be determined statistically by analyzing the degree 
of heterogeneity (ie, the variability in outcomes 
across studies). Assessment of heterogeneity 
includes the effect size, the sample size in each 
group, and whether the effect sizes from different 
studies are homogeneous. If statistically significant 
heterogeneity is found, then combining the studies 
into a single analysis may not be valid. Another 
concern is the influence a small number of large 
trials may have on the results; large trials in a small 
pool of studies can dominate the analysis, and the 
meta-analysis may reflect little more than the 
individual large trial. In such cases, it may be 
appropriate to perform sensitivity analyses 
comparing results with and without inclusion of the 
large trial(s). 

A meta-analysis is useful only as long as it reflects 
current literature. Thus, a concern of meta-analysts 
and clinicians is that the meta-analyses should be 
updated as new studies are published. One 
international effort, the Cochrane Collaboration, 4 
publishes and frequently updates a large number of 
systematic reviews and meta-analyses on a variety 
of topics. 


See pages 847-8 in the AMA Manual of Style 10 th 
edition for additional information. 

Acknowledgement: Thanks are due to Ajay Malik, 
PhD, for useful discussions 
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DIKRAN TOROSER, PhD, CMPP, a 
member of the AMWA Pacific Southwest 
chapter, is a regular contributor to the 
Postscripts magazine since 2012. He 
developed the monthly AMAzing Style 
column which covers topics from the 
AMA Manual of Style, and has also 
written on publication-related topics in these pages. 
Dikran is currently a Senior Medical Writing Manager at 
Amgen Inc. in Thousand Oaks, California. He earned his 
PhD in Biochemistry from Newcastle University (UK), 
and did his post-doctoral training in biochemical genetics 
at the John Innes Center of the Cambridge Laboratory 
(Norwich, UK) and in molecular biology with the USDA. 
Prior to Amgen, Dikran was on the faculty (research) at 
the School of Pharmacy at the University of Southern 
California. He can be reached at dtoroser@amgen.com. 




Society for 
Scholarly Publishing 

Innovative People Advancing Scholarly Communication 


About SSP* 


The Society for Scholarly Publishing (SSP), founded in 1978, is a nonprofit organization 
formed to promote and advance communication among all sectors of the scholarly 
publication community through networking, information dissemination, and facilitation of 
new developments in the field. 

SSP members represent all aspects of scholarly publishing — including publishers, 
printers, e-products developers, technical service providers, librarians, and editors. SSP 
members come from a wide range of large and small commercial and nonprofit 
organizations. They meet at SSP’s annual meetings, IN Conferences, educational 
seminars, and Librarian Focus Groups to hear the latest trends from respected colleagues 
and to discuss common and mutual (and sometimes divergent) goals and viewpoints. 

*From SSP website: http://www.sspnet.org/ 

Plan for the next SSP Annual Meeting in June 1-3, 2016 at Vancouver, BC 


Read SSP's blog Scholarly Kitchen here: http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/ 


the scholarly kitchen 

I-jML 



what’s hot and cooking in scholarly publishing 


n Home Q About @ Archives Q Subscribe 
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Reprinted with permission from theAMWA Journal, Spring 2015 issue, 

©2015 Noelle H. Demas and the American Medical Writers Association. 

Please visit http://www.amwa.org/events_annual_conference for updated information. 
-Editor 


22 AMWA Journal / V30 Ml / 2015 / amwa.org 


By Noelle H. Demas, MS / 2014-201 5 Annual Conference Administrator 

/ T ' his year, we will be celebrating AM WA’s 75 years of leading and 
^ I polishing medical writing, in a quest toward brilliance that will 
JL lead us to San Antonio, Texas. This city, with its historic Wild 
West backdrop, was named No. 3 on Cond6 Nast’s 2014 list of top 10 
friendliest US cities and is known for its landmarks like the Alamo, the 
San Antonio River Walk (pictured above), the Tower of the Americas, 
and the River Center Mall, all of which are within walking distance of 
AMWA’s conference hotel, the Grand Hyatt San Antonio. 
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Quest k — ■ 

^toward ^ i 



Brilliance 


AMWA's7P H 

ANNUAL f kJ 
CONFERENCE 

SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 3, 2015 
SAN ANTONIO, TX 


CONFERENCE PROGRAMMING 

The Annual Conference Committee has been creating innova- 
tive programming that meets the needs of our diverse member- 
ship. And once again, the committee has reached well beyond 
AMWA to solicit speakers with unique expertise of value to 
AMWA members and other medical communicators. 

Many of last year’s sessions were highly interactive, and we 
have continued that trend by asking speakers to develop ses- 
sions that involve attendee participation. In addition, we are 
offering a wide variety of session topics. 

The final list of open sessions according to topic area (track) 
will be posted on the AMWA website to make it easier to see the 
value in attending and to create your conference schedule. Look 
for the list of sessions in the next few weeks. 

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

The Annual Conference Committee and AMWA headquarters 
continue efforts to develop an attractive conference schedule 
that addresses the needs of conference attendees. 

Come early or come late, you will have access to an outstand- 
ing array of educational and networking events. You can find the 
preliminary schcdule-at-a-glance on the AMWA website. 

Award Lectures 

By popular request, we have scheduled a general session with 
an award lecture for Thursday morning and a general session 
with an award lecture on Saturday morning. We are thrilled and 
honored to announce the recipients of this year’s McGovern 
and Alvarez awards. 

The 20 1 5 Walter C. Alvarez Award winner is Jay Ingram. 

Jay Ingram is one of Canada’s best-known and most popu- 
lar science personalities. Ingram has 
hosted both of the premier radio 
science program in Canada, CBC’s 
“Quirks and Quarks,” and its TV coun- 
terpart, Discovery Channel Canada’s 
“Daily Planet.” In 2010, Ingram was 
appointed as a member of the Order of 
Canada for a lifetime of service in sci- 
ence communication. He has received 
several awards for his work, includ- 
ing the Queen Elizabeth 11 Diamond 


Jubilee Medal and honorary degrees from Carleton University, 
McGill University, McMaster University, King’s College, and the 
University of Alberta. 

A prolific author, Ingram has written 12 books, most of 
which have been best sellers. His 13th, The Und of Memory: A 
Natural History of Alzheimer’s Disease, is due out later this year. 
His books have been translated into 14 languages. 

Since 2005, he has been chair of the Science 
Communications Program at the Banff Centre. I le is also 
cofounder and chair of Beakerhead, an annual weeklong series 
of events in Calgary that “advances the understanding of sci- 
ence and engineering as part of everyday life - through art and 
culture.” 

The 2015 John P. McGovern Award winner is Ivan Oransky, 
MD, the vice president and global editorial director of MedPage 
Today, cofounder of the MacArthur 
Foundation-funded Retraction Watch, 
and founder of Embargo Watch. He 
previously was executive editor of 
Reuters Health and held editorial posi- 
tions at Scientific American and The 
Scientist. His publications have won 
numerous awards, including 2 Gold 
Eddie Awards for science magazines 
from FOLIO and the Magazine of the 
Year Award from the American Society 
of Business Publication Editors. I le has authored or coauthored 
4 books and written for numerous publications, including the 
Boston Globe, the New Republic, The Wall Street Journal Online, 
The Lancet, and The New York Times. 

Dr Oransky earned his bachelor’s degree at Harvard 
University and his medical degree at New York University School 
of Medicine. While a student, he served as executive editor of 
the Harvard Crimson and as co-editor of the medical student 
section of the Journal of the American Medical Association. 

In addition to his work as a medical writer and editor, 

Dr Oransky teaches medical journalism at New York 
University’s Science, Health, and Environmental Reporting 
Program, and he is a clinical assistant professor of medicine 
at New York University School of Medicine. Dr Oransky cur- 
rently serves as vice president of the Association of Health 
Care Journalists. 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE (CONT.) 

Extended Exhibitor Schedule 

In response to member feedback, we are extending the 
number of days the exhibitors are in the exhibit hall, from 3 to 
4, so that everyone has more of a chance to visit them and also 
to encourage exhibitors to join in the dinner celebration of 
AMWA’s 75th Anniversary. 

Sablack Awards Lunch 

The Annual Conference Committee feels strongly that every 
attendee should be able to attend the Swanberg Award lecture 
given at the Sablack Awards event, so once again this impor- 
tant event has been scheduled as a free lunch on Friday. The 
Sablack Awards Lunch is another great networking event for 
all attendees, adding to the value of your conference registra- 
tion fee. 

Friday Night Dine-Arounds 

Friday night will once again be a free night for conference 
attendees to get together and enjoy the nightlife of the host 
city. Attendees can sign up to enjoy live music venues, wine 
bars, martini bars, and much more along the San Antonio 
River Walk. The sign-up sheet tables will be near the confer- 
ence registration desk. 

First Certification Examination 

The first Medical Writer Certification (MWC) examination will 
be offered in the morning on Wednesday, September 30. See 
page 26 for more details about the certification examination. 


Your Feedback in Action 

We want you to know that we’ve heard you. The 
Annual Conference Committee and AMWA headquar- 
ters listened to your feedback. The results of the 2014 
postconference survey were important in developing 
this year’s program. Our goal is to create a conference 
that offers you professional development content of 
the highest quality at a great value. Make sure you keep 
the new conference schedule in mind when making 
your travel arrangements and hotel accommodations. 
You can reserve your hotel room now on the AMWA 
website (www.amwa.org/2015_hotel_and_travel). 

The conference registration brochure will be available 
on the AMWA website in mid- June, and conference 
registration will open in early July. 


Speed Networking 

By popular request, the Speed Networking session will again 
be offered at the conference. Get your elevator speeches, busi- 
ness cards, and questions ready for this fast and efficient net- 
working session. We plan to schedule this event early in the 
conference so you can follow up in the following days with 
your most interesting connections. 

75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 

On Saturday evening, join your fellow conference attendees in 
a fun and energetic 75th Anniversary Celebration Dinner. This 
upscale buffet dinner, free with registration, will be in a setting 
that allows for lots of networking, so do not miss it. 


©Hyatt Corporation 


24 AMWA Journal / V30 Nl / 2015 / amwa.org 


© Rennett Stowe / CC-BY-SA-3.0 


95 POSTSCRIPTS | VOL 5, NO. 35 | JUNE 2015 


AMERICAN 
MEDICAL WRITERS 
ASSOCIATION 


A\\ Pacific 
“XW Southwest 
AW Chapter 


2015 AMWA Pac-SW Conference 

May 1 - May 2, 2015 

Courtyard Marriott San Diego, Old Town 
2435 Jefferson St, San Dieon ' \ 

and 


SV 


p»^ 1S%**™** 

ncV>r°9 en ^ to* ° 


conte re ° ce 

onap ler ' s 


/Ann 


orference 


\n 


1Vt\s 


\ssue-) 



5)7/ 

t/ PobvertH 



emx 


Powered by Cli nG tan uity' 


www.synchrogenix.com 


Home About Us » Offerings » Flexible Solutions » Media & Events » Contact Us Careers 



POSTSCRIPTS | VOL 5, NO. 35 | JUNE 2015 96 


Meeting Report 


You Spoke and We Listened! 

A Resoundingly Successful 2015 Pacific Southwest Chapter Conference, May 1-2 
By Jacki Dyck-Jones, PhD, MSc, Past-President, AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter 


It all started with a Survey Monkey analysis early in 
2014. As co-directors, Jenny Grodberg and I 
realized that in order to plan a successful event we 
really needed to know what the membership wanted 
in our first annual chapter conference. With the 
support of President Donna Simcoe and the other 
chapter officers, a survey was designed to identify 
what would work for the most people: we needed to 
know everyone’s preferences regarding location, 
duration and content for the event. 

The responding members indicated that their time 
was limited and the previous 3 day conference 
model that required 2 days of travel was wonderful 
but just not doable. And in the current financial 
climate, with self-funding more prevalent, keeping 
the cost down was also critical. A location that was 
convenient by airplane, train, and automobile was 
also requested. Members still wanted core 
workshops and quality open sessions. 

As you can imagine, hours and hours of deep 
thinking went into solving how to meet all of these 
requirements. It was encouraging to learn that 
several of our sister chapters had successfully run 
their own single day conferences. After weighing the 
merits of all of our options we settled on a Saturday 
event at the Old Town San Diego location. At first, 
the registration seemed to lag, however, now we can 
boast of a turnout of 54, with every single registrant 
showing up! This has enabled our balance sheet to 
be “in the black” (although our sponsors Amgen and 
Synchrogenix contributed mightily to this happy 
fact!). 

Participants came with guests in tow, from all 
corners of the chapter, as well as the Northern 
California Chapter, Utah, and Albuquerque! We even 
had a participant from Canada. We included a 
Friday night Happy Hour on the hotel patio which 
was attended by over 30 people (Thank you 
Synchrogenix for supporting this event!). This was a 
great opportunity for the travelers to unwind the 
night before the conference sessions began. 

Saturday followed with four open sessions and two 
workshops (Thank you Amgen for this support!). The 
Essential Skills workshops are always crowd 
pleasers for AMWA members working on their 
certificates, and the workshops offered at this 
conference were no exceptions! Susan Hudson 
taught her outlining course in the morning. She 
presented her methods for organizing content and 
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strategy to prepare for writing a complex document. 
Helen Hodgson taught Effective Paragraphing, 
which is targeted to writers of all levels of 
experience to assist them in developing their writing 
skills in the analysis and correction of text. 

We were fortunate to have 4 open sessions led by 
our talented fellow AMWA members. First, Michael 
Baker presented “Preparing a Clinical Study 
Report.” The talk was both an overview and an 
introduction and thus held everyone’s attention. 
There were tales from the trenches mixed in with 
explanations of ICH guidance and tips on meeting 
timelines. Amy Lindsay led a stimulating interactive 
session on using storytelling skills to tailor 
communications to different target audiences. The 
attendees paired up to participate in the exercises to 
hone their communication skills and find the 
essence and compelling story in their messages. 
Heather Oliff gave us invaluable tips on how to set 
up a successful freelance business including 
demystification of contract legalese. Please see 
page 98 of this issue for a graphic summary of 
Heather’s presentation outlined by Cely Sepulveda. 

The last open session of the day was a lively panel 
discussion on careers in medical writing with Noelle 
Demas, Gail Flores, Michel Merrigan, and Yeshi 
Mikyas, moderated by Sue Hudson. The topics 
covered included publication writing, regulatory 
writing, freelancing working for a CRO, and working 
for a pharmaceutical company. Throughout the 
session the audience was fully engaged with 
participation by both newcomers and seasoned 
writers. 

I believe the success of the conference was 
manifested by every session running over with 
enthusiastic audience participation, with non-stop 
chatter at our meals and breaks, and the many 
smiles on everyone’s faces. We overheard many 
glowing compliments about the high quality of the 
speakers and the workshops and about the overall 
joie de vivre which permeated the day. The positive 
results of the follow-up Monkey Survey confirmed a 
high level of satisfaction with the event. To top it off, 
many of us were able to enjoy an Old Town Cinco de 
Mayo impromptu dinner at the historic Cosmopolitan 
Hotel. 

What a perfect conference! 


Setting up a freelance HudineM 



■ Unique company name - Computer with several monitors - Accounting ■ invoices, payments, reports 

- Incorporation ■ personal asset protection - Reliable internet connection - Time tracking - billable hr$, time management 

- Internet domain registration - Printer with scanning capabilities - Electronic calendar - appointments, due dates 

- Insurance ■ errors/omissions, general liability - Dedicated phone landiine - 3-way calling - Scheduler - appointments with multiple people 

- Accountant - tax matters * Professional voicemail service 


Fee setting strategies 



- Request a detailed description of the deliverable before negotiating a rate. 

- Ask for a sample to better understand the project s scope and the clients expectations. 

- Inquire about the approved project budget. 

- Evaluate the project's complexity (e.g., formatting, crosslinks, # revisions, # reviewers). 

- Establish different rates for different types of clients (e.g., for profit vs non-profit). 

- Require a rush fee for expedited projects. 
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Follow AMWA guidelines. 

Ask AMWA colleagues for advice. 


^ Create an internal project database 
with detailed descriptions, 
deliverables and hours worked for 
future fee setting reference. 


■ 


Contracts 




Everything is open to negotiation. 

If you are negotiating a contract, they want to hire you. 


- Require a contract at all times, - Beware of single indemnity clauses that put an added legal burden on you! 

- Consider hiring a legal consultation service. - Demand dual indemnity clauses that protect both the client and you from liabilities. 

- Negotiate acceptable payment terms. - Lock for non -completing clauses that may hinder your capacity to accept or seek work. 

- Make the client responsible for the content of the final product. 


■ 


Getting and Keeping Clients 


Be friendly and expand your network. 
Everybody is a potential client. 



- Reach out to colleagues and ask for referrals. - Diversify your offering - write regulatory documents, scientific publications, magazines... 

- Attend scientific meetings and AMWA events. - Do not rely on a few clients. 

- Join freelance directories and email lists, - Answer requests from potential clients promptly. 

- Exploit professional social networks. - Tailor your response to the needs of each particular client. 


- Meet ail deadlines, 

- Make yourself available when the client needs you. 

- Be prepared for all meetings with the client. 

- Edit your work before submitting it. 

- Decline commitments that you cannot fulfill. 

Oilff HS. Setting Up a Freelance Business. Presented at: AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter 
Conference; May 201 5; San Diego, CA. Summary prepared by Lycely Sepulveda, PhD. 

LYCELY SEPULVEDA, PhD, has over 20 years of biomedical communication experience in diverse higher education 
institutions including Stanford University and UC Irvine. After completing her PhD in Microbiology from Michigan 
State University, Lycely applied her technical communication and management skills to lead multi-site and 
international Molecular Biology, Infectious Diseases and Biotechnology projects. Lycely plans to leverage her vast 
research, teaching, regulatory and executive experience to transition into the field of medical writing. Lycely enjoys 
hiking on the coastal Southern California trails with her family and she can be reached at lycely@gmail.com. 



Reference 


POSTSCRIPTS | VOL 5, NO. 35 | JUNE 2015 98 








Meeting Report (AMWA Pacific Southwest chapter conference) 


Snapshot about Paragraphing and Outlining Workshops 

By Lamia Merabet, BS, MS, MBA, AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter Member 


At the AMWA Pacific Southwest conference, I was 
delighted by the opportunity to participate in several 
professional, educational, and networking activities. 
The conference was strategically organized at the 
Old Town Marriott Resort, in a friendly venue, the 
location being close to the San Diego airport and 
train station (wonderful as I was riding the Amtrak 
from Irvine). The conference opened on Friday 
evening with a laid back note, mingling with 
attendees and sharing savory appetizers and 
beverages. To my surprise, everyone was extremely 
approachable, enjoying this gathering as a pleasant 
ritual, and showing a great welcoming attitude to 
new comers alike. 

I chose to attend both workshops offered at the 
conference, for which assignments were mailed out 
ahead of time (about a month prior to the 
conference). This pre-workshop assignments for 
both workshops were an educational eye-opener, 
and the candidate had to apply whatever was 
learned. I liked this "Learn & Assess" approach. The 
instructors followed up with email to explain the 
assignments if needed, taking the time to email the 
candidates before the workshop. 

At the workshop, being prepared and "warmed up" 
by the homework, we had the great chance to go 
beyond and in depth into the topics. The instructors 
were extremely knowledgeable, professional, and 


they encouraged an active participation. To crack a 
joke, I would say that Writers are also Talkers! The 
participants at both workshops were very proactive, 
sharing insights, and collaborative. As all were 
happily tuned in, we had the opportunity to practice 
live exercises in sub-groups, as a hands-on 
assessment of the acquisition on the topic, and a 
teamwork for writers. It was very instructive, a lot of 
fun, and shifting the perception of writers from sole 
walkers to 4-wheel movers through the hurdles of a 
project. 


LAMIA MERABET, BS, MS, MBA is a Quality 
Assurance/Regulatory Affairs Specialist at Nihon 
Kohden America, Irvine. She earned her MS in 
Clinical Pharmacology from Henri Poincare 
University in Nancy, France, and has an MBA in 
Healthcare Administration. She speaks several languages 
including French, Spanish, Russian, Arabic, and English. 

When not handling regulatory affairs documents, she 
volunteers her time as pro bono translator for Casa Cornelia (a 
human rights organization) and serves at the San Diego 
Regulatory Affairs Network (SDRAN) with the Education 
Committee as Monitor of EU RAC Class, and recently in 
Communication management. She also actively assists in 
reaching out to well-known speakers through the SDRAN 
Program Committee. She can be reached at 
iamlamiamerabet@gmail.com. 



Searchable Online Program Available 
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August 3-4 | Washington, DC 

■ w w > 


99 POSTSCRIPTS | VOL 5, NO. 35 | JUNE 2015 





Dinner and Laughs at the Chapter Annual Conferene in Old Town 

San Diego, May 2, 2015 



Clockwise from top left: Mary Kay Stein and Helen Hodgeson; Jim and Sue Hudson; Donna, Michele and ??; 
Elise, Donna and Mimi; Jenny, Jacki, Elise and Maggie; Sue, ??; Noelle, ??; Heather, Michele, Cely, Jim and 
Sarah; Helen, Jenny and Jacki; (in middle) ?? and Mary Ann. Pictures by Valerie Breda. 


POSTSCRIPTS | VOL 5, NO. 35 | JUNE 2015 100 



Congress Summary: ISMPP-2015 

By Dikran Toroser, PhD, CMPP, Amgen Inc., Thousand Oaks, Calif. 


The 11 th Annual Meeting of ISMPPtook place on 
April 27-29 in Arlington, VA. There were 526 
attendees this year — the highest number ever. There 
was significant participation from our AMWA chapter. 
Donna Simcoe, our chapter president, was elected 
to the ISMPP Nominating Committee to work with 
the ISMPP Board of Directors over the next year. 

Due to popular request, ISMPP reorganized the 
meeting format this year, focusing on sessions with 
high interaction and case-based learning. The 
general theme of the congress was “Optimizing 
Scientific Value: Smart and Systematic Approaches 
to Medical Publications." 



Key Sessions 

The patient perspective in research and publishing 
was in the spotlight, reflecting patients’ increasing 
involvement in research and effect on scientific 
exchange. The 1 st of 3 keynote lectures was 
delivered by Ide Mills, who was diagnosed with 
cancer four years ago. Key messages from Ide’s 
keynote address were: increasing health literacy is 
crucial and publication professionals play a major 
role in promoting patient centricity. The patient 
perspective theme was further augmented by a 
fascinating panel on “The Patient Voice.” Daniel 
Shanahan, an editor from BioMed Central, gave an 
update on the role of patient peer-review and 
introduced two journals that focus on this trend. 
Patient and public involvement (PPI) in the 
publications space is likely to be important in the 
future. 

(see 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Vgchwjio2E) 

Clinical data sharing was also a major theme at the 
congress. It was reiterated that funding bodies are 
adopting policies mandating data sharing, which is a 
function supported by public opinion. Sessions 
discussed how data sharing will help the research 
community realize full benefits from the resources 
devoted to clinical research. As an example, the Yale 
University Open Data Access (YODA) Project was 
highlighted for making data available to researchers 
in a sustainable way. lain Hrynaszkiewicz, Head of 
Data Publishing from the Nature Publishing Group 
gave a fascinating keynote on the subject. 


The Sunshine Act, which requires manufacturers of 
drugs, medical devices and other healthcare-related 
items to report any direct payments and transfers of 
value to US licensed physicians and teaching 
hospitals was the focus of numerous sessions. 

The 3 rd and final keynote address was delivered by 
Dr John Kampp (Executive Director of Coalition of 
Healthcare Communication). Dr Kampp described 
the achievements of the medical communications 
community and the various upcoming publications- 
related legislation initiatives. He invited the audience 
to “stay tuned” — undoubtedly, there are numerous 
impactful legislative changes that are on the horizon 
in the publications space! 

Other notable updates included the practical 
implications of Good Publication Practice-3 (GPP3). 
The GPP guidelines, updated approximately every 6 
years, aims to promote integrity and transparency in 
industry-sponsored publication planning and 
development. The GPP3 guidelines are likely to be 
published in the Annals of Internal Medicine later this 
year. Members of the Steering Committee are 
presently addressing referees’ comments. 

Poster and Roundtable Sessions 

There were over 40 poster presentations, on various 
subjects, including developments in the use of social 
media to disseminate specialist clinical research and 
the adherence rates to various pivotal guidelines. A 
few posters explained the benefits of medical writing 
support for publications in optimizing timelines and 
improving the quality of reporting clinical trial data. 
There were also 2 roundtable sessions held during 
this year’s program, both of which were extremely 
popular. 

ISMPP-2015 was an excellently organized and 
valuable congress. Particularly, ISMPP’s chosen 
venue was also a remarkable place to hold this 
congress — just a stone throw’s away from various 
historic national monuments and accessible to a 
wide range of ISMPP members. 
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AMWA Pacific Southwest chapter warmly 
welcomes our new members 


ScMMtoi*/ - SfiMLic City 

6rC^V Mu>Wm/^v£/ - S^v U>v£yQO~ 

JoMixxK/ MeAjtr - PLtgo- 



'emura 


s Affijondf Forest 


Oxnard 


Desert Center 


La Quinta 


Borrego 

Springs; 


Carlsbad 


Escondido 


djizapforrego 
Desert State Park 


Rrawtey 


Imperial 


Dfeveiand Nationei Forest 


%JacurnbjT 

Hot'Spnrfgs 


.Mexicali J 


Victorville 

/ o Apple Valley 

— o Hesperia 


Sheephofe Vaffey 
tVi/derness 


rest 


San Bernardino j, 

■^N- j f 1 ySan Bernardino 

_ . i* , fUar/rkins J inurcic T 


Malibu l LU3> W^ 


Santa Monica . 
Long Beach 


Palm Springs 4 

1=1 \ Joshua Tree 

Palm Desert NarionaJ Park 


List courtesy of Gail Flores, PhD, AMWA Pacific Southwest chapter membership coordinator. 
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Chapter Events' Calendar 


May 29th, 12 to 1 pm Central time - Webinar The AMWA North Central 
Chapter has invited us to attend their webinar True Regulatory 
Intelligence for Medical Devices Please register early if you are 
interested in attending. 

Presented by North Central President-elect, Karen Bannick, 
this webinar will provide a practical perspective on what regulatory 
intelligence is and how it can be incorporated into your regulatory 
strategies and tailored to enhance your own career through mastering 
its use. 

To register, email president@amwanorthcentral.org. 
Information is also available on the AMWA North Central Chapter 
website 

June 5th, 12-1 pm Pacific time - Monthly Teleconference I will send 
more details before our monthly call. If you would like to receive the 
appointments to add to your calendars, please send me an email. 

June 18th, 5:30 pm Pacific time - Happy Hour We thank Asoka and 
Brea, who you may have met at our conference earlier this month, for 
hosting a medical writers happy hour. More details in the flyer below. 

If anyone is interested in hosting an event in your neighborhood, please 
contact Donna (president@amwa-pacsw.org) 

September 19, 2015 - Chapter organized symposium: "Medical Writers’ 
Toolbox Decoded". Location: Thousand Oaks, CA (Amgen) -- SAVE 
THE DATE 
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SAVE THE DATE 

September 19, 2015 

(Saturday) 

Medical Writers' Toolbox Symposium 
Amgen, Inc. Thousand Oaks, CA 


AMWA Pacific Southwest presents symposium: 


Medical Writers' Toolbox Decoded 


The skills and expertise needed for excelling as a medical writer are diverse depending on the 
industry and job function. While there is no substitute for hands-on experience, this 
symposium is an opportunity to get a flavor of how medical writers practice their craft. 

Join us for a day of interactive lectures, demonstrations and discussions to learn about 
guidelines, styles guides, and templates used by medical writers in clinical writing and 
publication development; common software used in publication planning and regulatory 
affairs; illustrations and data presentation tools and tricks; and, reference library tools and 
strategies in a pharmaceutical environment. Did you know that software, including VeevaVault , 
PleaseReview, DataVision , StartingPoint are the apps of the game ? 


Symposium Topics: 

• Document Templates and MS Word Tools, Susan Chang, PhD, Susan Chang 
Consulting, and Maggie Norris, BSc, ELS, Fine Print Publication Services LLC 

• Style Guides and Best Practices, Dikran Toroser, PhD, CMPP, Amgen, Inc 

• The Right Information at the Right Time: The New Pharmaceutical Library, 
Christopher Mundy, PMP, Knowledge Strategy Consultant, CM Consulting 

• Developing Figures and Illustrations for Publications, Annalise Nawrocki, 
PhD, Amgen, Inc 


Location: Amgen, Thousand Oaks, California 

Day/Time: September 19, 2015 (Saturday), 10:00 AM - 3 PM (Tentative) 

Contacts: 

Ajay Malik, PhD (ajay@amwa-pacsw.org) 

Donna Simcoe, MS, MS, MBA, CMPP (president@amwa-pacsw.org) 


v.6.7.,2015 
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Career Corner 


Medical Writing Open Positions 

Compiled By: Sharyn Batey, PharmD, MSPH 
Employment Coordinator, AMWA Pacific Southwest Chapter 


Technical Writer/Editor 

Undisclosed Company in Phoenix, AZ 
Recruiter: Sterling-Hoffman Executive Search 

http://www.mybiotechcareer.com/JD/Medical-Writing-Arizona-Biotechnology-Jobs-Careers-8659 

Medical Device/Technical Writer 

Bard Peripheral Vascular, Tempe, AZ 

https://jobs-crbard.icims.com/jobs/8180/technical- 

writer/job?mode=job&iis=lndeed&iisn=lndeed.com 

Medical Writer - Pharmaceutical 

Brandkarma, Irvine, CA 

http://job-openings.monster.com/monster/8af005f9-c97d-4303-b0e9- 
a0ce8b5b4e77?mescoid=2700440001 001 &jobPosition=5 

Manager, Scientific Communications - Heart Valve Therapy 

Edwards Lifesciences, Irvine, CA 

https://edwards.taleo.net/careersection/edwards_external_cs/jobdetail.ftl?job=006165&src=JB- 

10046 

Medical Writer 

Sonendo, Inc., Laguna Hills, CA 

https://www.smartrecruiters.com/Sonendolnc/82527360-medical-writer 

Technical Writer, Biotech 

Sequoia, Oceanside, CA 

https://www.smartrecruiters.com/Sequoia/83226607-technical-writer-biotech 

Regulatory Technical Editor 

Ardea Biosciences, San Diego, CA 

http://www.biospace.com/jobs/job-listing/regulatory-technical-editor-344336 

Manager, Copywriting 

lllumina, San Diego, CA 

http://job-openings.monster.com/monster/fe3bbc6d-6378-4da5-8803- 
7c0cf76d47b1 ?mescoid=&jobPosition=1 5 

Medical Writer (Orthopedic Spine Devices and Related Areas) 

Nuvasive, San Diego, CA 

http://job-openings.monster.eom/monster/e6d03020-00ac-4556-92a2- 
cfacl fb99a72?mescoid=2700440001 001 &jobPosition=2 


*Note: Occasionally weblinks in the PDF document may not work if the web address is long and 
splits into 2 lines. You may copy and paste the complete link into a new browser tab or window 
to reach the correct website. 
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Medical Writer 

Undisclosed Company in South Region of California 
Recruiter: Sterling-Hoffman Executive Search 

http://www.mybiotechcareer.com/JD/Clinical-Research-Affairs-R-AND-D-Science-Medical- 

Affairs-California-South-Region-Biotechnology-Jobs-Careers-9911 

Medical Writing Manager 

Amgen, Thousand Oaks, CA 

http://www.biospace.com/jobs/job-listing/medical-writing-mgr-344972 

Medical Communications Manager 

Kaztronix LLC, Thousand Oaks, CA 

http://jobview.monster.com/Medical-Communications-Mgr-Job-Thousand-Oaks-CA-US- 
1 51 053877. aspx?mescoid=1 1 00009001001 &jobPosition=6 

Scientific Writer (Process) 

Peregrine Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Tustin, CA 

http://www.biospace.com/jobs/job-listing/scientific-writer-process-344486 

If you want to share job leads with the members of the Pacific Southwest Chapter, please 
contact Sharyn at employment-coordinator@amwa-pacsw.org. 


AMWA HAPPY HOUR 

Please join fellow medical writers at this networking event 
for stimulating conversations and good company! 


Date: Thursday, June 18, 2015 
Time: 5:30pm 

Place: Bella Vista Social Club and Caffe 

2880 Torrey Pines Scenic Dr., La Jolla 

858-534-9624 

http://bellavistacaffe.com 

Note: 

• Pay for your own. 

• Happy hour specials, 4-7pm. 

• Ample parking available. 

(Free 2h parking with validation) 

• Please dress accordingly, 

as this will be outside on the patio. 

• Non-AMWA members welcome! 


For questions, please contact 
Asoka Banno, asoka828@gmail.com 
Brea Midthune, bmidthune@gmail.com 
Donna Simcoe, president@amwa-pacsw.org 
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C^diiX<M> Ra*u>ks 




Cadillac Ranch is a public art and sculpture along Old Route 66 west of Amarillo, Texas. 
It was created in 1974 by Art Farm, an art group in San Francisco. Chip Lord, Hudson 
Marquez and Doug Michels (Art Farm members) came up with the idea of creating an 
art project celebrating the evolution of Cadillac’s (Caddie’s) signature tailfins from 1949 
to 1963 models. With financial backing of Stanley Marsh 3, a billionaire from Amarillo 
(think Texas oil boom), ten caddies were buried nose-down at an angle (same as in 
pyramids) in a line facing west. Today, visitors make pilgrimage from as far as Australia 
and Russia, with spray cans in hand to add their designs, painting over the ones made 
hours before by others, and take pictures. Visiting this part of Old Route 66 is to 
experience the magic of old Americana of open skies, big cars, and freedom. This 
is another thing to add to your bucket list! 


Sources: 

Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadillac_Ranch; 
Roadside America: 

http://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/2220 


— Editor 
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